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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

U.S. immigrants and refugees learn filmmaking
to produce their own documentaries about the immigrant experience

Boston, MA - July 17, 2017

Ten immigrants and refugees join forces on July 29th in Boston to embark on a 15-week
intensive training program to learn documentary filmmaking and produce a series of films
about the “untold” immigrant experience. In the current climate of anti-immigrant
sentiment among some US communities, this project aims to produce stories about the
hardships immigrants endure and the contributions they make to our culture, economy and
social fabric - stories rarely covered by popular media. “Their narratives will be used by
CSFilm and partner organizations nation-wide to stimulate conversations that advance
systemic change” says award-winning filmmaker and Community Supported Film director,
Michael Sheridan.

Trainees selected for the New Immigrant and Refugee Visions project came to the United
States from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Cuba, the
Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Haiti, Pakistan, Puerto
Rico, and Uganda. One came as a teenager and the rest
as adults. Most came in recent months or years -
seeking asylum, having won the green card lottery, to
study or to join family already here. Some have
experience with journalism or media production, while
others were selected based on their social activism.
Most come with both interests. All of them recognize
the power of media in today’s society and are eager to
amplify the voices of their immigrant communities.

“I come from a storytelling culture in Bangladesh and there are so many stories to tell about immigrants
here in America, especially about brown people and Muslims and the effect migration has on child
development.” — Mohammed Arifuzzuman, Bangladesh

[CSFilm] put cameras in the

“My aunt and uncle swam from mainland China to Hong Kong and hands of Afghans and gave
eventually came to America more than 40 years ago. They had run a them training to make films
successful business and been good taxpayers and helpful to their g B s Tlhe susis s
] an unprecedented intimate
neighborhood for decades before | came. People need know these look at Afghan life with
good parts of immigrants.” — Qin Li, China exchanges no outsider has
been privy to before.

Each of the trainees will complete their own short
documentary film by November. In the second phase of the
project, these films will be screened across the United
States to inform public opinion and influence decision-
makers about the experience of new immigrants and refugees. The trainees will go on to use
their new skills to tell more stories and build the storytelling capacity of more immigrants
and refugees in their communities whose voices are rarely heard.

— Robin Young, host of
NPR'’s Here and Now,
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The New Immigrant and Refugee Visions project is the innovative
brainchild of award-winning documentary filmmaker Michael Sheridan.
During his years of producing documentaries, many of them in

developing countries, Michael began to wonder why an outsider was “The Fruit of
Our Labor

being asked to tell the stories of local populations instead of locals
telling their own stories - as he explained in his 2013 Tedx talk.

Michael formed Community Supported Film to train Afghans in
Afghanistan (at no cost to them) to do what he does - tell important
stories in compelling ways through documentary filmmaking.

The first 5-week intensive training produced ten character-driven documentary shorts
about Afghan efforts to address their challenging social and economic conditions. These
stories, in the collection The Fruit of Our Labor, provide a first-hand perspective of daily
Afghan life rarely seen or heard in the US, even after 10 years of intense media coverage.

. The success of the Afghanistan project led to a similar project in Haiti in
. 2014. The stories in the collection Owning our Future, provide a unique
2N opportunity to experience Haiti as it is lived by Haitian street vendors,
owing business women, artists, farmers and more. The screening of the
m completed films to a range of audiences enabled the inclusion of the
{ @7 cxperiences and point of view of Haitians in the international
(! ! conversation about what has and has not happened since the devastating

earthquake-one of the worst disasters in the world.
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Boston is the home of Community Supported Film, and with so many untold immigrant
stories in America, the New Immigrant and Refugee Visions project seemed a logical next
step for Community Supported Film. In the current dynamic and ever-changing political and
administrative climate in relation to immigration, a lot can happen during the 15 weeks of
training. These new immigrant filmmakers will be prepared to document the experiences of
the affected and help their perspectives to be seen and heard.

Community Supported Film

CSFilm trains local women and men in documentary filmmaking with a focus on local social
and economic development issues. Their stories, rooted in realities often unrepresented in
the media, influence local and international perspectives on sustainable paths to a more
peaceful and equitable world.

CSFilm is available to assist any media interested to follow the New Immigrant
and Refugee Visions training and filmmaking process.

Michael Sheridan and the training participants are also available for interview.

Please contact Caryn Anderson for all press enquiries.
caryn@csfilm.org, 617-834-7206
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